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Day 1 - Arrival 
 
Arrival at Marseille airport by midday.  
 
You will be meeting your English-speaking guide and board your Motorcoach. 
 
Orientation tour by bus in Marseille. 

Marseille is the oldest city of France, founded 2,600 years ago by Greek sailors, the Phoceans.  
The Basilica Notre Dame de la Garde watches over the city 
and offers an exceptional panorama up to the islands of 
Frioul.  
The Old Port is the lively heart of the city. In 2013 Marseille 
was European Capital of Culture, the MUCEM (Museum of 
European and Mediterranean Civilizations) was inaugurated 
on this occasion. This museum is interesting for its extraordi-
nary architecture and its location at the entrance of the Old 
Port, but also for its temporary and permanent exhibitions. 

 
Leave to Avignon. Check in to your hotel in Avignon for 3 nights.  
 
Welcome dinner at the hotel or close surroundings.  
 
Overnight 
 
Day 2 - Châteauneuf-du-Pape, Orange and Avignon  
 
In the morning visit Chateauneuf du Pape. 

 
 
The fame of this vineyard dates back to the 18th centu-
ry, when the Popes contributed to its development. Châ-
teauneuf-du-Pape AOC permits thirteen different varie-
ties of grape in red wine but the blend must be predomi-
nantly Grenache. There are approximately 320 produc-
ers in the municipalities of Châteauneuf-du-Pape, Or-
ange, Bédarrides, Sorgues and Courthézon. 
Visit of a wine producer with wine tasting.  
 
 
 
 

Then leave to Orange. 
 
In Orange you will discover two major monuments of the roman time: the triumphal arch (Arc de Triomphe) 
and the Roman Theater, that was able to hold up to 9000 persons. It is the best preserved theatre in Europe 
and hosts the Opera festival “Chorégies d' Orange” each July and August. It owes its fame in particular to 
its magnificent stage wall, amazingly well-preserved and unique in the Western world. 
 
 
Return to Avignon in the afternoon 

Avignon offers  an exceptional range of architecture - the view at Avignon with the Pont Bénezet, the 
ramparts and four gigantic towers of the Pope’s Palace is unique. The construction of the Popes'  
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Palace began in 1335 by pope Benoît XII with the “Old Palace” and continued by his successor 
Clément VI who adds the “New Palace” – this monumental building is the most stunning Gothic en-
semble of the Occident. Founded in 1947 by Jean Vilar, the Avignon Festival is today one of the most 
important contemporary performing arts events in the world, and it takes place every year in July. 

 
After the visit, at 19h00 enjoy a nice wine tasting in the “Carré du Palais”:  

The cave is the former vault of the Banque de France and contains more than 10,000 bottles of wine-
growers and wine merchants AOC Côtes du Rhône and the Rhone Valley. 

Dinner in the Bistrot du Carré du Palais, with wine pairing, chosen by the sommelier.  

Overnight in Avignon 
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Day 3:  Les Alpilles: Fontvieille, Maussanne-les-Alpilles, Les Baux and Saint Rémy de Provence 
 
After breakfast, leave to the Alpilles (which means “the small Alps”), the low mountain range with 
sublime and wild nature. 

 
Alpilles is the country of writers Daudet and Mistral, but also painter Van Gogh. Scents of 
thyme, rosemary and lavender will embrace you, vineyards and olive groves characterize the 
landscape - we are in the authentic Provence. 
 

 
 
 
In Fontvieille stop at the Moulin St. Pierre, more known under the 
name "Mill Alphonse Daudet". Built in 1814, it was active for one cen-
tury and stopped working in 1915. 
 
Visit an olive oil mill with tasting.  
 
Then break in Maussane-les-Alpilles, pleasant small typical village of the Alpilles. 
Discover then Les-Baux-de-Provence. 
 

This  very beautiful fortified village in the Alpilles, you per-
ceive the ruin of the ancient Citadel, destroyed in 1632 by 
Richelieu. Visit of the Carrières de Lumieres, the former 
stone quarry of Les-Baux-de-Provence. Admire the audio-
visual show which immerses you in a visual and musical 
universe – with regularly changing themes. 

 
Visit Saint-Rémy-de-Provence, where numerous people left their imprints: 

 
Nostradamus (was born here), Van Gogh (realized more than 150 
paintings around Saint-Rémy-de- Provence), Mistral … in Saint Re-
my you can experience the pure Provençal lifestyle. Have a walk 
between nicely restored houses, discover the old fountains and the 
small shaded squares and have a Pastis on the shady terraces un-
der beautiful plane trees. Saint Remy is built on the vestiges of 
Glanum which dates back to the 3rd century, one of the oldest ar-
cheological sites of Europe. 
 
 

 
On your way back to Avignon, stop by Eygalières – probably the most beautiful village in the 
Alpilles, situated on the northern edge of the mountain chain just 10 kilometers from Saint-Rémy- de
-Provence. 
 
Back to the hotel and overnight in Avignon. 
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Day 4:  Côtes du Rhone” wine road  
 
After breakfast leave Avignon to discover a part of the Côtes du Rhône wine road.  
Situated in the Vaucluse between Avignon and Bollène, this “appellation” includes several great 
wines internationally reknown: Châteauneuf du Pape, Gigondas 
and Vacqueyras. 
Your will drive north in direction of Gigondas. 
 

This charming village can be discovered at the foot of the 
mountain chain “Dentelles de Montmrail”. Gigondas is a 
“must” for wine lovers. Walk through the narrow, pretty 
streets and alleyways lined with medieval stone houses. 

 
Visit a vineyard Domaine de Mourchon with tasting. 
 
Via the Col de la Chaine and Malaucène you will drive to the re-
gion of Beaumes de Venise. 

 
Stop in the village Beaumes de Venise, discover the picturesque old town, 
flower-lined streets and alleyways. After a short way up, you can admire 
old houses with some beautifully restored doors. After a 5 min drive from 
the centre admire the Chapelle Notre Dame d'Aubune. The bell tower is a 
stunning example of 9th century Romanesque art. Down the village, 
(Avenue Raspail) wine cellars offer tasting and sale of the famous 
Beaumes de Venise, a Muscat wine. 
 

The second vineyard for this day will be the Chateau de Pesquié  
Chateau de Pesquie is a family owned vineyard nearby the 
Mont Ventoux – mountain appearing on several paintings of 
Cezanne, van Gogh… 
The terroir has a great mineral diversity, predominantly con-
sisting of limestone. The Ventoux Mountain provides excep-
tional conditions to create outstanding wines. (AOC Ventoux) 
Visit and tasting. 

 
 
 
Drive to your next accommodation near Isle sur la Sorgue or surroundings for 1 night. 
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DAY  5:    Luberon : Fontaine de Vaucluse, Roussillon, Gordes, Aix-en- Provence  
 
Departure to the mountain of Lubéron with its red and white rocks, its lavender fields and its typical 
Provençal villages. 
 

At the end of the deep green gorge, at the foot of a giant 
cliff carved by erosion, are the springs of the “Sorgue de 
Vaucluse”, the most beautiful river in the region, just a few 
hundred meters from the picturesque village Fontaine de 
Vaucluse. This amazing place is one of the most visited 
natural sites of Vaucluse. 

 
 
Walk around in Roussillon, situated in the biggest ochre deposit worldwide. Ochre is a natural pig-
ment in the sand of these cliffs. Get seduced by the mix of colors - the red of rocks, the greenery 
and the blue sky make of Roussillon a magic place. Ballad on the "Path of Ochre" - Avoid white 
clothes and shoes! 
 
Then reach the village Gordes.  

 
The village is built on a rock, with nature stone houses and 
small alleys wriggle all around, dominated by the Renaissance 
castle and the church. One of the most beautiful Cistercian 
abbeys raises just beside Gordes: The Abbey Notre-Dame de 
Sénanque. Visit of the abbey, where the Cistercian monks are 
still living their very religious traditions. They are producing 
honey and are cultivating lavender. 
 
 

 
Check in to your hotel in the region of Aix-en-Provence. 

 
 
Aix-en-Provence is a city of refined elegance with 
an important cultural and historical past. Every 
fountain holds a secret, each mansion house has a 
story to tell. Meet the painter Paul Cézanne, the 
child of the city by discovering the places which 
marked his life: his workshop and the ancient coun-
try-house of his family called Jas de Bouffan. The 
Granet Museum exposes Cézanne's paintings, but 
also works of Klee, Giacometti, Picasso …  

 
 
 
Visit the Cours Mirabeau with its fountains, bars, cafés and its plane trees. 
 
Overnight. 
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DAY  6:    Villages in the Bandol and the Var-Area  
 
After breakfast you can stroll in the enchanting street of Aix en Provence, before leaving for your day 
excursion. 
Today you experience the vineyard of Bandol, where vines grow on terraces over about 1600 hec-
tares in a sort of “natural amphitheater”.  

 
The Bandol vineyard concentrates on 8 towns in the department Var: 
Bandol, Le Beausset, Le Castellet, La Cadière d’Azur, Saint Cyr-sur-Mer, 
Sainte-Anne d’Evenos, Sanary-sur-Mer and Ollioules. The grapes to be 
found here are: Grenache, Clairette, Syrah, Le Mourvedre, Cinsault, Roll, 
Sauvignon, Carignan, Bourboulenc, Marsanne, Ugni Bland and Sémillion. 
 
 
 

Visit the charming village of La Cadière d’Azur. Perched at the edge of a cliff, on the hill facing the 
village of Le Castellet,  
 

this small medieval village enjoys a nice and wide view to-
wards the Mediterranean. Surrounded by pine forests, 
overlooking the famous vineyard (AOC) of Bandol. La Ca-
dière has the charm of these Provencal villages still authen-
tic with its flowery streets full of history. 

 
 
 
Then stop in Le Castellet: Several films were made in this charming mountain village near Bandol.  

 
This former fortress with well-preserved city walls, a 12th-
century church. and the charming old town invites you for a 
walk. A nice view into the hinterland towards Ste-Baume com-
pletes the visit. 
Wine tasting at the Domaine de Souviou. Here you taste 
Bandol AOC, Côtes de Provence….and olive oil!  
 
 
 

Then hit the road to Nice,  and check in at your Hotel. 
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DAY  7:    Nice, Confiseur and Cave Bianchi 

After breakfast, guided visit of the old town of Nice during 2 hours. 

Between sea and mountains Nice is located in the won-
derful "Baie des Anges" with its “Promenade des An-
glais”, its flower market, the museums (Chagall, Matisse, 
Palais Lascaris etc.) and the charming old town, " Vieux 
Nice ". In the narrow little streets or squares you discover 
a big number of small shops and restaurants – the typical 
Franco-Italian atmosphere of Nice. Belle Epoque style, 
sometimes mingles with Art Deco architecture - "Nissa La 
Bella" is known for its relaxed, typically southern life style. 
The numerous restaurants allow to taste traditional dish-
es, among them, the famous "Socca" (Chickpea pancake) 
cooked in wood fire. 

In the harbor of Nice, visit the Confiserie Florian. 

Florian Nice opens its doors in 1974 after the purchase of 
the old niçois chocolate factory “Florian” created in the 
nineteenth century - of which Henri Matisse was a regular 
customer. At that time, ships from Africa delivered the pre-
cious cocoa beans which embalmed the neighboring 
streets when being roasted. Renovated in 1994, it is now 
the showcase in town of the parent company of Pont-du- 
Loup. Same spirit, same flavors, same specialties. 

 
After your lunch break, you can pass by Perfumery Molinard in Nice to create your own perfume…. 
(at a supplement) 
 
The last wine tasting waits for you at the emblematic Caves Bianchi in Nice owntown.  

 
France's top-quality wines, less prominent but not fewer promis-
ing wines, some popular top-quality foreign wines, eaux de vie, 
aperitifs and most curiously since 1860, olive oil! Here you can 
choose a tasting of: Bordeaux, Bourgogne, Côtes de Provence, 
Champagne, …or have a tasting “around the world” (one wine of 
each continent). We included the tasting:  
“Promenade en terroirs de Provence » (1 White Bellet, 1 Rosé 
Provence and 1 red Bandol) 
 
 

 
Farewell Dinner in a nice restaurant in Nice downtown.  Overnight in Nice 
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DAY  7:    Fly back home 

According to your departure flight, transfer to the airport Nice Côte d’Azur. 

Paying passengers 10 15 20 

SELLING PRICE   $      2,799   $      2,499   $      2,299  

Supp. single $ 520 

Services included : 

• 7 overnights in 3* or 4* hotels,  

• Daily breakfast  

• City tax. 

• Modern mini coach from arrival in Marseille to 
departure from Nice  

• Welcome dinner at the Hotel in Avi-
gnon 

• Dinner in the Bistrot du Carré des Papes, 3 
courses with meals/vin 

• Farewell Dinner in Nice in a nice restaurant in 
the old town 

• Admission fees: 

 Popes Palace Avignon 

 Antique Theater in Orange 

 Wine tasting in the Carré du Palais Avi-
gnon  

 Olive Oil tasting in Fontvieille 

 Carrières de Lumière Les Baux de Provence 

 Ocre Path Roussillon 

 Abbaye de Sénanque in Gordes 

 Atelier Cézanne in Aix en Provence 

 Confiserie Florian in Nice 
 

• Wine tastings : 

 Carré du Palais Avignon 

 Châteauneuf du Pape (Domaine du  Vieux 
Lazet, Château des Fines Roches or similar) 

 Gigondas (Domaine de Mourchon, Château 
du Trignon or similar) 

 Château de Pesquié (AOC Ventoux) 

 Bandol Wine and Olive Oil tasting at Do-
maine de Souviou 

 Caves Bianchi in Nice 
 

Not Included: 

 Transportation to Marseille and from Nice

 Any other non-mentioned services except those listed 
above

 Drinks

 Tips

 Any other personal expense
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